
 

Village Board Meeting Minutes 

September 9, 2019 
 

 

1) Call to Order and Roll Call:  President Joyce Laux called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. Trustees 

present were Bob Benz, Roger Kaas, Lisa Ott, Kathy Salo, and Ned Marks.  Trustee David Miller 

and Administrator Randy Friday were absent.  Also in attendance was Times-Villager Reporter Tom 

Collins, Josh Gerrits of Cedar Corp, and Clerk/Treasurer Jo Ann Lesser.  There were twelve other 

attendees. 

2) Pledge of Allegiance:  All those present stood to recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3) Approval of the Agenda:  Trustee Benz made a motion to approve the agenda.  Trustee Salo 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried, 6-0. 

4) Approval of Minutes:  Aug. 26 (Regular Meeting):  Trustee Salo made a motion to approve the 

minutes with corrections.  Trustee Benz seconded the motion.  Motion carried, 6-0. 

5) Registered Citizen Comments on Agenda Items:  Brad Johnson of N7697 Palisades Trail listed 

concerns for the change in the burning ordinance that could potentially prohibit the use of chimney 

fires, smoker grills and backyard fire pits.  Mr. Johnson felt that the Village of Sherwood is unlike 

any other municipality and that we shouldn’t be in a rush to be like everyone else. 

 

Mike Merrick of W4903 Palisades Trail agreed with Brad Johnson but also indicated that there 

needs to be something driving this and what kind of data is there to substantiate the change. 

 

Bert Cole of W4860 Escarpment Terrace indicated he understands the situation but suggested that 

the village could allow burning only during the winter months. 

 

Scott Priebe of N7986 Stommel Road was concerned about the hours of the yard waste facility and it 

not being accommodating, if he were not allowed to burn the number of bags used and trips to the 

yard waste site would be numerous. 

 

Dan Ripple of High Cliff Golf Course was concerned with the burning ban because of his 193 plus 

acres with approximately 1,000 trees, they burn four times a year now.  Ripple feared the cost 

associated with hauling leaves and branches to the yard waste site. 

 

Tom Jack of N7821 State Park Road was present to learn more about the issue, he felt that he didn’t 

know enough about it to be on either side.  

 

Brian Kimball of N7821 State Park Road indicated that he recently purchased his property and has 

three white willow that need to be removed and was quoted $700 just to drop them that did not 

include hauling away. The cost would triple if the contractor hauled the trees away. 

 

Ned Marks of W4897 Escarpment Terrace indicated that he has over 100 trees and every two weeks 

he’s picking up branches and in the fall the amount of leaves could mean fifty trips to the yard waste 

site. 

 

President Joyce Laux said she’s not opposed to burning, but understands the issue. 

 



 

6) Report of the Community Development Authority (Aug. 28)          

a) CDBG Program Closure:  Federal gov’t closing state Community Development 

Block Grant program.  $1.2M available in Calumet County for projects:  Trustee Kaas stated 

that the HUD is closing the CDBG program in Calumet County and there is a balance of $1.2 

million in funds to be awarded.  Cedar Corporation has been hired to help disburse the funds 

to projects in need. 

b) Request for 50/50 Grant Match (Frogg’s Ice Cream; Flynn):  Approved  

request supporting improved ingress/egress by moving power pole &  

improving driveway (50% share = $3,763):  Trustee Kaas stated an application has been 

received for the 50/50 matching grant program to enlarge the ingress/egress of the driveway.  

It was reported that permission has been obtained from the WDOT to widen the driveway and 

move a light pole.  Kaas informed the Village Board that the CDA approved the application 

for $3,763 village share.      

c) Contract to remediate contaminated soils at former-Wink-Mart property.   

(Phase I approval = NTE $5,000; Cedar Corp.):  Trustee Kaas informed the Board that the 

property known as Wink-Mart had in ground tanks that contaminated the soil and initial 

remediation did not clear it all out.  There is also a deed restriction listing the contamination.  

Cedar Corp has been hired to help investigate what is going to need to be done to finalize the 

remediation and remove the deed restriction.  

7) Report of the Plan Commission (Sept. 3).                 

a) Zoning Code:  Updates (Ad Hoc Committee input):  Trustee Salo indicated that between 

members of the Plan Commission there are some suggestions to update the zoning code.  

Some of the updates include driveway width, portable car ports, lighting, and open burning. 

 

Trustee Marks looked over the suggested changes for exterior lighting and had several 

questions and comments.  Marks also indicated that some of the suggestions are not to 

industry standard and some of the terms being used do not make sense.  Trustee Salo indicated 

Brad Schmidt worked on the exterior lighting.  Marks indicated that he would be willing to 

work with Schmidt to clear up some the issues. 

 

Trustee Kaas stated he has difficulty with storage of recreational vehicles and cars not being 

moved in the driveway.  Kaas wants stricter enforcement of current regulations and penalties. 

 

Trustee Salo indicated that Chairman Steve Summers did a lot of research on the burning of 

leaves issue. Some discussions were about adjusting yard waste site hours to make it more 

user friendly.  It was also noted that homeowners could hire commercial services or look for 

youth organizations to help them out.  Discussion were also held regarding permitting the 

open burn process. 

 

Trustee Benz recognized an article in the Times-Villager regarding the Village of Little Chute 

is having the same problem and he also noted that not all complaints will go away no matter 

what is decided. 

 

There was a complaint from the audience regarding notification of this subject on the agenda, 

the agreement was that there wasn’t enough information listed on the agenda for anyone to 

know for sure what was being discussed.  President Laux acknowledged their complaint.  



 

Trustee Benz agreed that the village could do a better job at listing the information on the 

agenda.  Trustee Kaas wants more public input. 

 

Trustee Benz made a motion to eliminate the burning regulation from being amended.  

Trustee Kaas seconded the motion.  Motion carried, 5-1. 

 

Trustee Kaas made a motion to send the lighting ordinance back to the plan commission for 

further review and clarification of terms.  Trustee Benz seconded the motion.  Motion carried, 

6-0. 

8) Report of Village Officers. 

a) Village President-None 

b) Fox Cities Area Room Tax Commissioner:  Community First Credit Union Champion Sports 

Center will be opening prior to Thanksgiving.  The marketing for the sports center in Grand 

Chute has turned out a fabulous response, January to May for nights on weekdays and 

weekends are booked.  Benz reported that he will get an update on the naming rights next 

week.  President Laux asked for an update on the room tax, Benz responded that he has not 

attended a meeting for the Room Tax Commission so he did not have an update to give.  

c) Clerk/Treasurer 

i. Consent Agenda-Financial Reports 

a.   Checks-Funds 100, 250, 403, 600, 610 in the amount of $163,905.67. 

b.   Budget Comparison Report through August 31, 2019. 

Trustee Benz made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  Trustee Salo seconded the motion. 

Motion carried, 6-0. 

9) Village Engineer and/or Utility Operator:  Updates. 

a) Contract C-19 – State Park Road and Kesler Road:  Josh Gerrits of Cedar Corp informed the 

Board that the Kesler Road/State Park Road project (C19) is scheduled to begin the first full 

week of October. Trustee Marks was concerned about the culvert, stating that it’s under water.  

Gerrits explained that both Harrison and Sherwood decided that the culvert would be replaced 

and the road elevation would remain as is. If the road were to be raised Gerrits explained that 

a hydraulic elevation study would have needed to be completed and permits issued, this way 

those steps were eliminated.  

10) Village Administrator:  Project Updates:  None 

11) Old Business: 

a) Meehl-Stumpf subdivision:  Proposed traffic control changes. 

i. Consider speed limit change from 15mph to 25mph:  Trustee Marks made a motion to 

approve the increase of the speed limit to 25 mph per MUTCD.  Trustee Kaas 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried, 6-0.  

ii. Consider stop sign and yield sign placements:  Trustee Kaas made a motion to follow the 

recommendation of Cedar Corp as it is outlines on page 90 of the packet which 

removes stop signs on Stumpf Avenue at Meehl Street, then on Margaret Street and 

Leslie Street at Margaret Court removing the stop sign and adding a yield sign on 

Margaret Court at the intersection of Margaret Street and Leslie Street.  Trustee Marks 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried, 6-0. 

12) New Business: 

a) Change Order #1 – Contract B-19 (Meehl-Stumpf):  Consider C.O. #1 (increase $14,701.86) 

including items including the following items:  



 

• Valve work for Water Utility ($3,000; $1,541.91). 

• WE Energies reimbursable work in State & County ROWs ($7,855.70). 

• Plow truck turn-around area Village ROW ($2,304.25). 

Josh Gerrits explained the reason for the change order; the valve work was due to moving the 

valve rather than replacing, replacing would have caused more issues which would have resulted 

in a boil order.  Cedar contacted WE Energies to request that the village complete the restoration 

work and invoice them for it and WE Energies agreed.  Gerrits explained that the village DPW 

uses the gravel driveway on Margaret Court to turn around when plowing, Gerrits was informed 

that the property owner will be asphalting the driveway and it was determined that the grade of 

asphalt would not hold up to the weight and abuse of the truck. Cedar suggested that the village 

pay for that portion of the driveway to be asphalted to the level of the roadway so that the truck 

can continue to us the driveway to turn around.  Trustee Marks made a motion to approve Change 

order #1 per the explanation by Josh Gerrits of Cedar Corp in the amount of $14,701.86.  Trustee 

Salo seconded the motion.  Motion carried, 6-0. 

b) Pay Request #2 – Contract B-19 (Meehl-Stumpf):  Consider payment request ($245,403.44; 

MCC) for work completed between June 27 and Aug. 23:  Trustee Kaas made a motion to 

approve pay request #2 in the amount of $245,403.44 per the recommendation of Cedar Corp.  

Trustee Benz seconded the motion.  Motion carried, 6-0. 

c) Request to place wagon and sell pumpkins on old Wink-Mart site (Charlie & Judy Mader):  

Trustee Marks made a motion to approve Charlie and Judy Mader to sell pumpkins at the old 

Wink-Mart site.  Trustee Benz seconded the motion.  Motion carried, 6-0. 

13) Complaints & Compliments:  None. 

14) Correspondences: 

a) Monthly Activity Report (Calumet County Sheriff’s Dept; Aug.) 

b) Incorporation of the Town of Greenville (Dept. of Admin.; Sept. 3).  

These items were reviewed, no decision was made at this time. 

15) Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 7:49 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jo Ann Lesser, CMC, WCMC 

Clerk/Treasurer 


